Amend Section 44-211.5 to read:

44-211 SPECIAL NEEDS IN CALWORKS 44-211
.1 (Continued)
.5 Homeless Assistance

51 General

A homeless AU seeking permanent housing is eligible to receive homeless
assistance. Homeless assistance is available to meet the reasonable costs of securing
permanent housing, preventing eviction and meeting the costs of temporary shelter
while the AU is seeking permanent housing. Any AU applying for homeless
assistance shall be informed that these benefits are limited to once every 12 months,
with exceptions (see Sections 44-211.514 and .54). Further, the AU shall be
informed that the temporary shelter payment of up to 16 consecutive days is only
available during this consecutive 16-day period and that once this period ends, these
benefits are exhausted, even if the AU has not received all 16 days of temporary
shelter payments.
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511 (Continued)

513 An AU is eligible for a nonrecurring special need payment for homeless
assistance once every 12 months_unless the exception criteria in Section 44-
211.54 or .514 is met. For each 12-month period, homeless assistance shall
only be granted for a continuous period of homelessness caused by the same
specific circumstance and is limited to a maximum of one period of up to 16
consecutive calendar days of temporary assistance and one payment of
permanent housing assistance, with exceptions. A homeless assistance
payment may be granted for either, or both, temporary shelter or permanent
housing. An AU may be granted a 16-consecutive-day period of temporary

shelter assistance, if eligibility requirements are met {see-Section-44-211.52)},

after a permanent housing payment has been received_(see Section 44-

211.522). A permanent housing payment may be granted whether or not a
payment for temporary shelter has been |ssued Fhe—initialtssuance—of

@ (Continued)

(b) The 12-menth period of homelessness begins:



514

1) For temporary and permanent homeless assistance, on the day
the CWD issues the first payment of temporary shelter or
permanent housing to the recipient or landlord—and—ends—12
monthstater. This also marks the beginning of the 12-month
limit on eligibility described in Section 44-211.513.

2 For emergency transfer of deposits in Section 44-211.538, on
the date when the first homeless assistance payment is issued
for either temperary—shelter—er—permanent-housing the once
every 12-month benefit or for homeless assistance under an
exception.

3) For those exceptions limited to once in 12 months, the period
of homelessness begins on the date when the first temporary or

permanent homeless assistance payment within—thepast—12
meonths-is issued_under one of these exceptions.

(© The period of homelessness ends when the AU receives the payment
for permanent housing, except as specified in Section 44-211.522.

An otherwise eligible AU that has received a homeless assistance payment at
any-time—on behalf of an eligible child in the last 12 months shall not be
eligible for further homeless assistance payments-unti-the-start-of-a—new-12-
month-peried, except as specified in Section 44-211.54 or under the following
conditions:

@ (Continued)

(b) The new caretaker has not received homeless assistance during the
previous 12 months on behalf of or as part of another AU, and

(©) (Continued)
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(d) For additional exceptions, see Section 44-211.54.
(1) EXAMPLE;

An AU requests temporary shelter on April 1, 2017, but
remains homeless following the issuance of temporary
homeless assistance. On June 6, 2017, the AU secures housing
and receives permanent homeless assistance. In this scenario,
April 1, 2017, represents the beginning of the 12-month limit
on peried—for—homeless assistance while—Mareh—31,—2018;
represents—the—end—of the—12-moenth—period.  If otherwise

eligible, the AU may receive temporary and/or permanent
assistance begianing again on April 1, 2018.



(2) EXAMPLE:

An AU receives two months of permanent housing assistance
in the form of rent arrearages to prevent eviction on March 15,
2017. On July 1, 2017, the AU is facing eviction a second
time. Unless the AU meets an exception, the AU is not eligible
for temporary or permanent homeless assistance until March
15, 2018.

(3) EXAMPLE:

An AU receives temporary homeless assistance on August 1,
2017, but fails to secure permanent housing—during—the
12-month—period—ofhomelessness. The AU is eligible to
receive permanent homeless assistance during the same 12-
month period as long as they have been continuously homeless
since they first received temporary homeless assistance
benefits. The AU will not be eligible for temporary homeless
assistance again en until August 1, 2018, which represents a
new 12-month period.
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515  (Continued)
.52  Temporary Shelter

The temporary shelter payment is available once every 12 months, with exceptions
(see Section 44-211.541), to a homeless AU for temporary shelter, when the AU is
also seeking permanent housing.

521 (Continued)
.53 Permanent Housing

The permanent housing payment is available once every 12 months, with exceptions
(see Section 44-211.541), to assist homeless recipient AUs in obtaining or retaining
permanent housing.

531 (Continued)
534  Definitions

(@ "Income" means income to be counted towards the TMHI which includes
gross earned and unearned income, including the CalWORKSs computed
grant, or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and State Supplementary
Payment (SSP). An AU's CalWORKSs Special Need payments and
CalFresh benefits do not count as income and are not included in the
TMHI.



(b) (Continued)

537 The county has one working day from the time the recipient provides the
following information to issue or deny a payment for permanent housing
assistance:

(@) (Continued)

(c) When applicable, verification of the exception to the once every 12-month
homeless assistance benefit (see Section 44-211.541).

538 If due to an emergency, an AU must move within the 12-month time limit
specified in MPP section 44-211.513, the AU shall be allowed to transfer
deposits to meet the security deposits for the new residence.

(@) (Continued)

(b) If the CWD determines that the transfer was within the 12-month time
limit, and not an emergency, refunded deposits shall be treated as liquid
resources.

539  (Continued)
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EXAMPLE: (Continued)
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.54 Homeless Exceptions

541 Temporary and permanent housing assistance payments are each limited to
once every 12 months with the following exceptions:

(@) (Continued)

545 A county may require an applicant/recipient who verifies domestic violence
by a sworn statement to participate in a homelessness avoidance case plan.

@ (Continued)

(b) If an applicant/recipient seeking an exception for homeless assistance
based on domestic violence has previously received homeless
avoidance service based on domestic violence, the county shall review
whether services were offered to the applicant/recipient and consider
what additional services would assist the recipient in leaving the
domestic violence situation.



546 Payments for temporary shelter and permanent housing under an exception
shall only be authorized for a continuous period of homelessness caused by
the same specific circumstances.

(@)

(b)

(©)
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EXAMPLE:

An AU is issued temporary shelter payments on April 1, 2017, and
locates permanent housing later in the month. On October 1, 2017, the
same AU becomes homeless again and begins receiving homeless
assistance based on an exception listed in Section 44-211.541(b). The
AU’s 12-month peried limit on eligibility continues to be April 1,
2017, through March 31, 2018. The AU would not be eligible for
homeless assistance again until April 1, 2018, unless the homelessness
is caused by a state or federal natural disaster or under the
circumstances described in Section 44-211.514.

EXAMPLE:

An AU receives temporary shelter payments in January 2017 because
of domestic violence. After receiving the temporary shelter payments,
the AU returned to the former residence. In March 2017, the AU
requests the permanent housing payment with the CA 42 showing
uninhabitability as the reason for homelessness. Even though the AU
had been homeless in January because of domestic violence, that
instance of homelessness did not count as an exception under Section
44-211.54(b), because the AU had not received homeless assistance
within the 12 months prior to January 2017. Eligibility for the January
payment was not based on an exception, so the March payment may
be, and the AU may receive homeless assistance in March.

EXAMPLE:

In January, 2017 an AU is issued homeless assistance payments under
Section 44-211.51. In March 2017 the AU receives_temporary shelter
payments because of uninhabitability. The residence was condemned.
The AU then becomes homeless in April 2017 because of a fire, which
is declared a natural disaster by the state. The AU receives both the
temporary shelter and permanent housing payments because of the
disaster. In June 2017 the AU returns requesting the permanent
housing payment for the exception which began in January 2017. The
AU is again homeless because of uninhabitability. However, since the
AU was not continuously homeless after the temporary shelter
payment was issued in January 2017, and the current homelessness is
not the result of the same specific circumstances, the county
determines the AU is not eligible for the permanent housing payment.
The AU may potentially be eligible again in January 2018 under the
standard once every 12-month enee-tr-12-menth rule in Section 44-
211.51.
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.6 (Continued)

Authority cited:

Reference:

Sections 10553, 10554, 10604, 11209, and 11450(f) and (g), Welfare and
Institutions Code.

Sections 11056, 11155.2(a), 11251.3, 11265.1, 11265.2, 11265.3, 11266(a)(2),
11271, 11272, 11273, and 11273(b), 11450(a)(1), (b), (c), and (f),
11450(F)(2)(A)(i), 11450(F)(2)(B), 11450(f)(2)(C), 11450(f)(2)(E)(i), (ii), (iii),
(v), and (vi), 11450.5, 11452.018(a), and 11453.2, Welfare and Institutions
Code; 45 CFR 206.10(a)(1)(ii), 45 CFR 206.10(a)(8), 45 CFR
233.10(a)(1)(iv), 45 CFR 233.20(a)(2)(v)(A), 45 CFR 234.11, 45 CFR 234.60;
and 42 U.S.C.A., Section 606(b).



